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Letter from the President
As the children leave for the Summer, 
we say goodbye to some dear friends 

and their families. 
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Child Spotlight: Subasri
Faster than a speeding bullet, Subasri 

fears nothing, except maybe a 
vaccination!
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Postcards from the field
The HansonÕs spend time planting 
trees with the Marriott team and 

celebrating Environmental Month.
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Volunteer Corner
Amy Kirby tells about the Easter 

celebration that included an exciting hunt 
for eggs!
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PresidentÕs Letter
     When the children had left to go home for 
the summer break (the month of May), the 
school and hostels seemed deathly quiet.  The 
spirit was gone from Rising Star.  The children 
are deÞnitely what give the life to our prop -
erty and program!  So weÕre anxiously waiting 
for their return for the new 
school year, beginning in June.
     With the close of school this 
year, we also have to say good-
bye to two very dear families 
from America who have 
worked with astounding dedi -
cation and love, to serve our 
leprosy-affected families and 
the children at the Peery school.  
Dr Gordon Gibb and his beauti -
ful wife, Vickie, have completed 
their year sabbatical.  Dr. Gibb 
is returning to teach at BYU and 
Vickie is returning to grand-
mothering!  Dr. Karl Kirby and 
his incredible wife, Amy, along 
with their three children have 
also completed their year of 
service and are returning to the 
States.  Karl will be teaching medicine in Salt 
Lake City.  Their devotion and loving service 
will be long remembered and appreciated!
     We continue to be stunned by your creativ-
ity in Þnding ways to support our program.  
We actually had Easter egg hunts on both 
sides of the world this year, bringing the joy of 
Spring to children in America and to leprosy 
patients in India.  (Be sure to read the article 

on the Easter Egg hunt at the Mul-
gavadi ColonyÑitÕs a darling story!)
     In Marlton, New Jersey, Wendy Sweely, an 
avid David Archuleta fan, had a garage sale 
and an Easter egg hunt and raised almost 
$1,000 and also had hundreds of dollars of 
dental equipment sent to Scott McGavin for 
the summer dental trip to India.  

     Nancy Sorensen, a teacher in Salt Lake City, 
has her school students challenging each other 
in Penny Wars for Rising Star. May the best 
team win!  Actually, I think we all win in this 
competition!
     ItÕs been another good month also, for pub-
licity, as we try to get our message out to the 
world community.  In Atlanta, our work was 
honored and recognized, as we were awarded 

the John Houston Allen Humanitarian of the 
Year Award by Atlanta Interfaith Broadcasters.  
We also had successful presentations of our 
work at Harvard College, and at the LDSSA in 
Cambridge (comprising students from MIT, 
Harvard, Boston U, the Boston Conservatory, 
the New England Conservatory, etc.)  The 
enthusiastic response will reverberate in our 

volunteer program this summer, as 
several of the attending students 
will be participating in our sum -
mer program.
     Finally, we have been remarka-
bly blessed by the generosity our 
many sponsors, who in spite of 
the recession, continue their sup-
port to Rising Star.  One young 
teenager in Alpharetta, GA, Kim -
berly Lutz, sent $30 in cash this 
month with the explanation that 
she doesnÕt have a checking ac-
count.  But she does have baby-
sitting jobs.  Therefore, she will 
send her sponsorship in cash each 
month.  Very, very cool!!! This is 
the spirit of sacriÞce that makes us 
who we are! Thanks to each of 
you who make our work possible 

thorough your love and belief in our cause.

COMING UP:
     Kathy Bunker has invited three dance stu-
dios in Las Vegas (Bunker Dance Center, In-
spire, and The Dance Zone) to come together 
as Dancers Making a Difference, to host a 
fundraiser for Rising Star in Las Vegas.   On 
May 12, at 7:30 PM at the Cornerstone Chris-
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tian Church (5825 W. Eldora), a beautiful 
dance program will be performed as a beneÞt 
for our work.  It will include a fabulous world 
dance called Mumbai.  There will be profes-
sional dancers from The Celine Dion Show, Le 
Reve, and judges from ÒSo You Think You Can 
Dance?Ó (both Canada and the U.S. shows).  It 
will end with a moving dance called ÒSeated 
in Thought,Ó a dance of the downtrodden.  It 
will be a fabulous evening.  If any of you have 
friends in the Las Vegas area, be sure to rec-
ommend this performance.   

     In Washington DC on May 23, Marielle 
Young will present her senior recital at 
Strathmore Concert Hall (5301 Tuckerman Ln. 
in North Bethesda) as a beneÞt for Rising Star 
Outreach.  SheÕs phenomenally talented!  It 
will be a wonderful evening for all who come.

Becky Douglas

Postcard from the Field:
The Hansons in India

     The children are all gone--a few of us old 
folks are here for another day or two, but the 
house mothers and cooks will be gone by mid-
day. !We feel a bit lonely and are missing all 
the activity!
     It was a wild week. !The children's ex-
citement for the Marriott Day of tree plant -
ing, and the Annual Day with the wonder -
ful program, was only exceeded by having 
their parents or family member come to take 
them home for 5 weeks for their spring 
break.
The busy week began with the Courtyard 
Marriott team coming to plant 12 trees in 
recognition of Environmental Month. !It 
was a truly wonderful day, with a group of 
about 30 coming to help the children get the 
trees in the ground (we had pre-dug and 
prepared the holes for them). They spon-
sored an art competition, complete with 
prizes, about awareness of the importance 
of clean, green, and being ecologically 
friendly. Lunch under the mango trees is 
also included when the Marriott team 
comes. !The children loved every part of the 
day, but it pointed up to us they need more 
time for art in their lives; they loved the 
drawing and we should encourage more of 
it.
     After an exhausting previous week com-
pleting exams, and the big Marriott day, they 
had an all day session of practice on Tuesday 
for our Annual Day program. !The Þnale on 
Wednesday, Annual Day and heading home, 
was  a big success.  There were speeches and 
recognitions, then the program the children 
had worked so hard on. !It was darling--song 
and dance and a great "English Drama" cre-

ated by Amy Kirby and Sara Zabawa. !The 
children and their families loved every minute 
of it. !We were melted puddles by the end of 
the three hours.
     We are so sad to see the Gibbs leave--their 
contribution has been huge and they have 
become very dear friends. !After the Marriott 
Day on Monday, they were honored by the 
teachers and the principal. !It was very touch-
ing to hear the tributes to both Gordon and 
Vickie, and the love they have for them.
     We will be home for two weeks beginning 
May 1, but when we return the Kirby family 
will also be gone. ! We shall miss them. !Like 
the Gibbs, they have given so much to moving 
Rising Star nearer to the goals we are trying to 
achieve. !Amy and Karl, as well as Zakia, Ka-
leo Lani, and Gideon have been such bright 
lights to us all. Our hearts go with Gordon 
and Vicki Gibb, and the Kirby family.!

Child Spotlight: Subasri

     The kids say super for everything. How 
are you? ÒSuper!Ó How was your day? ÒSu-
perÓ How was your lunch? ÒSuper!Ó Well, if 
anyone deserves to be called super, it is our 
little Super Subasri. 

She is faster than a speeding bullet, she is 
stronger than anyone her size ought to be, and 
she would jump buildings in a single bound 
(if she were allowed). The one time weÕve seen 
Subasri fearful of anything was waiting in line 
to get a recent vaccination.  
     When it was her turn the doctor worked 
some sort of miracle and delivered the shot 
without her realizing it. There were no tears; 

she simply walked out of the room holding 
her arm with a confused look on her face. 
SubasriÕs father is leprosy-afßicted. It has left 
him with a severely deformed right leg and 
the very common immobility of the Þngers.

In Memory of Nicholas Mason:
     Four years ago, Rising Star Outreach was 
blessed by a visit from US Marine Nicholas 
Mason. !His!irrepressible!smile was a gift to 
the children, and he always left them 
laughing.!We got the sad news this week that 
Nick passed away, and we wanted to ac-
knowledge his contribution to the story of 
Rising Star. !Nick, wherever you are, we are 
grateful for the time you dedicated on earth to 
serving and blessing the people around you. 
May we all follow your example of unselÞsh 
love.

Sponsorship Update

Sponsors of Rising Stars,

     Hello, my name is Matthew Goodell. I have 
been sent to!India!as Rising StarÕs new spon-
sorship director and will be here for approxi -
mately one year. 
     My goal is!simply!to help you feel more 
connected to the child you support.!I!have put 
into place a system that will bring you! quar-
terly !direct contact from the child you sponsor. 
Look forward to hearing from your sponsored 
child soon (If you already haven't)! 
     You can also keep up with the children at 
the following sites: !
!
     Spotlight and general videos of the children 
will be updated here:!
http://www.youtube.com/user/risingstarout
reach
     Recent photos (divided into albums for 
each child) will be updated here:! 
http://www.ßickr.com/photos/risingstaroutr
each/sets
!
     I would like to encourage you to!email pho -
tos!of yourself and your family. !These photos 
will be used in slideshows for the children and 
a "These People Love You!" bulletin board that 
I hope will help teach the children gratitude, 
their individual importance, and the sacriÞce 
each of you make so they can gain an 
education.!
!
     Email the children (and your photos!) here:
kids@risingstaroutreach.org
!
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     If you havenÕt recently updated your email 
address with Rising Star, please be sure to 
send an update email to:  
ahumphrey@risingstaroutreach.org. 

    *Please note that your emails to the children 
will generally be responded to! quarterly !just 
as a normal letter would. With the completion 
of our new computer lab, some of the older 
children may be able to email you directly in 
the future.!
!
Thank you for your support!!
Matthew Goodell
Sponsorship Director, India
mgoodell@risingstaroutreach.org

Tribute to the Gibbs and 

Kirby Families:
     It was a sad couple of weeks.  Dr. Gordon 
and Vickie Gibb and Dr. Karl and Amy Kirby 
(and their three very small children) Þnished 
their assignments and left for homes in the 
United States.  Rising Star Outreach always 
will be grateful for what they accomplished in 
the year they gave to us.

     Soon after the Gibbs 
arrived, Vickie took on the 
huge responsibility of 
Hostel Warden to manage 
all of the children affairs, 
the kitchen, and the clean-
ing staff.  It was such a big 
job that when Vellamal 
was hired as the new 
Warden, the kitchen and 
cleaning assignments 
were given to other peo-
ple.  Vickie still organized 
and managed the storage 
rooms so that now we can 
actually Þnd things and 

all the junk has disap-
peared.  Without Hostel duties, 
Vickie moved full time into her 
Þrst love.  She became the doc-
torsÕ medical assistant in the 
colonies and cared for all of the 
cuts, bruises, broken bones, 
and sicknesses that came with 
as many children as are on our 
campus.
     Gordon Gibb took a one-
year leave from his professor-
ship at Brigham Young Univer -
sity to become the Director of 
the School.  His experience and 
talents were used to establish 
the Peery Matriculation School 
as a solid, ongoing institution.  
He oversaw the hiring of Man -
jula Tilak, the school principal.  

This was an important forward 
step.  The School Committee 
was reorganized and met regu-
larly.   Gordon served as 
Chairman of that committee.  
He also was key to the applica-
tion for recognition as a ma-
triculation school.  In what 
little extra time that Gordon 
had, he taught a nightly Eng-
lish class to young adults from 
the village, provided intensive 
tutorial help to some strug -
gling students, and helped 
design the new addition to the 
school.
     Amy Kirby juggled the 
home teaching and care of 
three small children with many 

other activities.  She taught an 
English class for the teachers.  There were sev-
eral productions organized and directed by 
Amy for Parents Days and other special 
events.  She wrote the Rising Star theme song 
and taught it to the students and staff.  A mor -
als training class was started and she was a 
team teacher.  Her contributions as a member 
of the School Committee were very important.  

Amy did all of this while the family lived in a 
tiny home where the electricity, plumbing, and 
water never seemed to work properly.  She 
never lost her cheerful happiness.
     Karl Kirby made an immediate impact as 
the Medical Director.  His duties included 
regular medical visits to the colonies and 
clinical care on campus.  In addition, Karl 
chaired the Medical Sub-Committee of the 
Board and through his leadership major steps 
were made to deÞne the scope of medical care 
for the colonies, school and staff.  One of those 
steps was the acquisition of health insurance 
for the students and employees.  With our 
other doctor, Senthil Kumar, a partnership 
relationship with Ramachandra Hospital was 
formalized.  An immunization program was 

started, as well as regular eye examinations 
for the children.  Finally, and perhaps most 
importantly, Karl organized and taught a self-
help program to leprosy patients in the colo -
nies so that they could learn to care for their 
own wounds without the necessity of so much 
medical help.
     As has always been true, there will be oth-
ers who will step forward to continue the Ris -
ing Star dream, but the Gibbs and Kirbys will 
be remembered for the part they played at a 
most crucial time.

Volunteer Corner: (By Amy Kirby)

     Highlights from this month include: The 
Easter Egg hunt that Kaleo and Zakia Kirby 
put on for our friends in the Mugalvadi col -
ony! !ONLY Zakia could insist that people so 
severely effected by leprosy would and should 
enjoy a mandatory egg hunt. !It turns out he 
was absolutely right! I was apprehensive, at 
best, and tried to discourage him. !(I had 
helped them dye eggs and prepare goodie 
bags, but I envision us quietly distributing 
them after Karl had seen all the patients.)
     Zakia was undaunted, and hijacked T.J. 
(our driver) as a translator, to be sure there 
was no uncertainty regarding "the rules:" no 
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pushing, no peeking, etc. etc. !I was shocked 
when he said "on your marks, get set, go! !And 
people went! !
     No self-conscious shufßing, but a full-on 
smiling, laughing, squeals-of-delight, 
"sprint"--a spirited hunt! I had my camera 
with me, but didn't feel like it would be right 
to take photos of the event--it was a semi-
sacred experience for me and even now I don't 
know how to convey the joy I felt, watching 
my children encouraging their friends, 
"warmer . . . you're getting warmer . . . 
hmmmm I wonder if anyone checked over 
THERE yet!" !
     When it was time for us to go, they sent us 
home with two plastic sacks of ground nuts, 
reminding me yet again, of how impossible it 
is to give anything without feeling like you're 
getting inÞnitely more in return.

Volunteer Flyer

     Have you been reading this newsletter 
month after month trying to picture what In -
dia and Rising Star are really like? !Well, here's 
your chance! !We have some last-minute open-
ings in our August volunteer session this year 
(August 2-22). !Anyone interested in coming 
over to help is invited. !Volunteers of all ages 
are welcome, but anyone under 18 must be 
accompanied by a parent or family member. 
!If you're interested, go to our website and just 
Þll out a quick application. We'll be looking 
forward to seeing you in India!!

R I S I N G  S T A R  O U T R E A C H

4
 Rising Star Outreach, May 2009


